ello Sunshine Families.

| e have the first week of school checked off and now it is on to regular classroom instruction.
Although the week looks quiet on the SH PATW, we will be busy settling into our new routines. Please
ote that the gate on Ryall will be closed at 9:00 AM. Also, the staff parking lot is for staff parking
nly. We ask that there is no foot traffic through the staff parking lot as well for safety reasons. Lastly,
ny cell phones brought to school by students must be placed in their backpacks and turned off.
lease see the Ministry of Education cell phone policy in the attached PDF (2024). We thank you for
our review of this policy and attention to safety requests.

njoy the rest of the weekend.
indly,
eri Hanlon, Principal/Directrice
leadwithcompassion
H PATW
Ecole Elémentaire Sunshine Hills Elementary
Week of September 8-12

RESPECT QWNERSHIP ACCEPTANCE RESPONSIBILITY SAFETY

Monday *Students are in their 2025/26 classes and we are excitedly easing into the

g week at Sunshine®

*Gradual Entry continues this week for our Kindergarten students




Tuesday

9

Wednesday

10

Thursday

11

Friday *It’s FriYAY and we have completed our first week of classes©

12

Important New playground boundaries will be visible to students i.e. forest, butterfly

garden, etc. We want to ensure safety is observed at recess play time.
Information

Dates to Thursday, September 18" is our Terry Fox Run
remember:
Friday, September 19" is a Pro D Day-no school

Monday, September 22" is picture day!

Wednesday, September 24" is Grade 7 Camp @ Sasamat
Thursday, September 25" is Open House @ 5:00 PM

Monday, September 29" is the Truth and Reconciliation Walk

Tuesday, September 30" is the National Day for Truth and
Reconciliation

FOR PARENTS WHO ARE CONCERNED THEIR CHILD IS IN A COMBINED (SPLIT) CLASS
!AND FOR YOUR OWN KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING, please see the attached PDF
from the District. It is a great source of information and provides the rationale.



Delta
School
a. District
Inspired Learning

/ -
Why are some students from two or more grades (for example, Gr.5/Gr.6) grouped together in

a combined-grade class with one teacher?

‘ . - .
Organizing classes to best meet the needs of all students is a complex process and is influenced by various
factors such as shifting enrolment, class size and the need to create balanced classes (in terms of ability,
interests, learning needs, social or behavioural considerations etc.).

Combined classes are common in Canada. The placement of a child in a combined-grade class does not mean
that they have not met curriculum requirements or that they are ahead of their peers. Students in a combined
class will not be held back to the level of younger students or expected to handle work beyond their ability.
They will receive a full and rich academic program appropriate for their grade level.

/
(H : . Y S : )
ow do students learn in a combined class? How can I support my child’s learning?
Students in every classroom learn and mature at Children in all class formations thrive when their
different rates and display a wide range of skills and parents/caregivers are involved in the learning
abilities. Intellectual, social, physical and personal process:
development is not grade-level dependent. Studies
have found that in both combined-grade and single- * Spend time listening to how their day went,
grade classrooms, students’ development spans helping them express their feelings and unpacking
several years. the day
e Engage in discussions with your child - explore
Ourieducators are aware of these individual connections between what they are learning at
differences. They encourage every child on their school, your home life and current events in the
learning journey and structure learning opportunities wider world
to meet the needs and grade-appropriate learning e Take an interest in their schoolwork and
outcomes of each student. homework, and show enthusiasm for learning
1 ¢ Celebrate their progress, efforts and
Research shows that there are academic and social accomplishments
benefits to combined-grade classes. They: * Spend time reading with them
* Increase the amount of time they spend outside,
* allow students to learn from each other engaging in play or physical activity
e encourage students to work together e Limit their screen time
* enable leadership opportunities for students as e Speak positively about their school and teacher
they act as models for younger students
* help students to develop independent learning If you become concerned that your child’s needs
skills , . are not being met, please speak to their teacher.
9 * enhance students’ social/emotional developmentj Y F

/How do educators teach students in a combined class?

The curriculum engages learners using critical and creative thinking. The emphasis
is on teaching students how to evaluate ideas, make judgements, transfer and apply
knowledge, understand processes and access information. For more information,
please visit: https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/rethinking-curriculum

Teachers in combined-grade and single-grade classes employ their skills and
strategies so that each student is challenged at the level at which they can succeed.
% e
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June 20, 2024

Dear Parents and Caregivers,

New Restrictions on Personal Digital Device Usage at School

Please be advised that the school district has updated Procedure 145 — Use of Personal Digital
Devices in line with the provincial government's direction to restrict the use of cellphones at
schools. The revised procedure comes into effect on July 1, 2024.

e The definition of a personal digital device includes, but is not limited to, any personal
. electronic device that can be used to communicate or to access the internet, such as
. cellphones, tablets, smart watches, gaming devices and electronic toys, and includes

t the use of earbuds and headphones.

Research shows that frequent cellphone interruption in the classroom, social media platforms
with addictive algorithms and predators who seek to exploit young people all present

significant risks to young people. The revised procedure will create appropriate structures
around the use of personal digital devices at school and aims to positively impact students’

mental health and ability to focus on learning.

e Elementary Schools: Personal digital devices are not to be used at any time during the
school day, including during instructional time, recess, lunch and field trips.

e Secondary Schools: Personal digital devices are not permitted to be used during
instructional time, which includes Flex time and field trips, except when explicitly
required by the teacher for educational purposes.

e Schools will communicate any additional information specific to their location prior to
the start of the new school year.

e Students with disabilities, unique learning abilities or health-related requirements will
still be able to use personal digital devices in line with their designated support plans
and Individual Education Plans (IEPs).

e Schools will communicate with parents/caregivers should any urgent situations arise.

e |f parents/caregivers need to contact their child urgently, they should call the school
office.

Educators will continue to spend time teaching digital literacy and promoting online safety

with the aim of helping students use their personal digital devices responsibly and
il



DELTA SCHOOL BOARD OFFICE
4585 Harvest Drive; Delta B.C. V4K 5B4

P: 604-946-4101

respectfully, and to develop lifelong healthy habits around technology and social media use in
their everyday lives.

For more detailed information, please click the links below:

e Infographic and Frequently Asked Questions — Elementary School and Secondary
School

o Procedure 145 — Use of Personal Digital Devices

e Personal Digital Devices: Research and Resources

If you have any questions, please contact your school principal.
Sincerely,
S

| Doug Sheppard
~ Superintendent of Schools



